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S-20 c. 1867 
Dennis-Dashiell House (site) 
Princess Anne 
church park ing lot 

Perhaps the most e labora te example of the I t a l i ana t e s tyle in Somerset 

County was the Dennis-Dashiell house, which formerly stood near the northwest 

corner of the intersection of South Somerset and Antioch avenues unt i l the the l a t e 

1960s. The th ree-s tory , f ive-bay frame house was dist inguished by an undula t ing 

roofiine trimmed with l a r g e decorative brackets and over-sized modi 11 ion blocks. 

Rising through the roof were four brick chimneys topped with dentiled and corbelled 

c a p s . A three-bay front porch embellished with sawn balus ters as well as sawn 

corner and eave brackets highlighted the f i rs t floor elevation. The th i rd floor was 

l ighted by round arched windows, not uncommon for the rev iva l s ty le . Extending to 

the r e a r was a two-story service wing. 

Credit for the construction of t h i s impressive dwelling i s given to James 

Upshur Dennis, who purchased the l a rge corner lot by several deeds beginning in 

December of 1866. By 1900, James U. Dennis had died, and the house passed to 

his daugh te r s , Nellie H. Bratton, Maria R. Dennis, and Cecilia B. Dashiell . Nellie 

Bratton devised her in te res t in the property to the other two s i s t e r s . The house 

remained in the Dashiell family unt i l the ear ly 1960s. The house was razed in 

order to c lear the lot for a p a r k i n g . 



1. STATE M a r y l a n d 
COUNTY Somerset 

TOWN P r i n c e s s A n n e VICINITY 

STREET NO. S o m e r s e t A v e n u e & 
Antioch Ave. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling 

PRESENT o w N E R H r s . P h y l l i ' s D a s h i e l l 
PRESENT USE D e s e r t e d 
WALL CONSTRUCTION c l a p b o a r d 
NO. OF STORIES 2 1/2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

NAME Dashiell House S - 2 0 

DATE OR PERIOD C. 1870 
STYLE Victorian Italianate 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC J T Q 

This bui'ld̂ fng is a large 2% storey Victor:?an mansion, 5 bays 
long and 3 bays deep. The windov/s are floor-to-ce"'l̂ 'ng, the central 
door I's double and deeply molded. It is surrounded by an overl̂ fght 
and s?del"fghts. The roof is hipped w:'th a projecting pediment on 
each of the four sides. All of these pediments contain 3rd storey 
windo..s with rounded arches. A heavy, v/̂'de cornice surrounds the 
house at the roof l"'*ne. It is supported by elaborately cut bracket^ 
interspaced with dentils. There are four •''nter̂ or chimneys decorated 
with much brick molding. A one storey porch runs the length of the 
house and along the left side. It is constructed of jigsaw cut 
columns and an elaborately cut balustrTluie. 

There are two small two storey additions at the rear form
ing a colonnade and a kitchen wing^^ ntwD with an enclosed ch:iraney. 

This house is very large with h^gh molded ce"* lings, parquetb# 
floors and marble fireplaces in each room. It has been deserted fop 
some time and is rotting. The cornice and the sills appear very 
rotten. As the finest example of this type of Victorian architec
ture in the county, and a very fine building in its own right, 
something should be done to prevent its destruction. It is ixunored 
that the local A & P wishes to buy it to use the land as a parking 
lot. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered I n t e r i o r E X terior 
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S-20 Demolished post-1967 
Dennis-Dashiell House, site 
Somerset (MD 675) and Antioch Avenues, Princess Anne 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson (1877) Atlas of Wicomico, Worcester, & Somerset Counties, Maryland. 
Princess Anne detail 



S-20 
Dennis-Dashiell House, site 
Somerset (MD 675) and Antioch Avenues, Princess Anne 
Sanborn Maps 

Demolished post-1967 

1911, Sheet 3 

1940, Sheet 4 



S-20 
Dennis-Dashiell House, site 
Somerset (MD 675) and Antioch Avenues, Princess Anne 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Demolished post-1967 

Tax Map 202, Parcels 220-222 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 





S-20 
DENNIS-DASHIELL HOUSE 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., MD 
Northeast elevation 
1967 , 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





Dennis - Dashiell House S-20 
Princess Anne, Somerset County 
Northeast Elevation 
Documentary Photograph - 1967 
N;eg/Md. Historical Trust 






